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The COLUMBIA DEMOCRAT will be

neilished every Swetvrday morning, at

TH0 DOLLARS per annum, pru,mbh |

hm’f yeurly in advance, or Two Dollars
Fifty Cenix, if not paid within the year,

No subseription will be taken for a shorter
prrmr! than six wonths ; nor any dizcon-
tinvance pormitled, until all arvoa ‘ages
are discharzed,

ADVERTISEMENTS not exeeeding a
Buare 1w il he conspic mmuh; fnserted at
One Dollur for the first three insertions,
and f'n-mh; flve tenls fm rvery subse-
quent nsertion, li“_f‘.r’: lilieral discount
wcede (o thoge who advertise by the year.

LETTERN addvessed on business, musf
be post }er!
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AN EXECUTION
BY THE INQUISITION,

The fullowing affecting sketoh is from
Marryatt’s ' Phanton Ship,” just republish-
ed here by Coyles, 104, Beekman street,
The heroine of the story, Amine Vander-
decken, is condemned 1o the stake by the
Inquisition, in consequence of her attempt-
ing some childish plantasmagoric experi-
ments, which are construed into sorcery by
father Mathius, to whose earce she has been
committed by herlovingand  believing hus-
band, then absent on along ses voyage. It
pictures the Hortors of the Inquisition of a
more vivid light than we remember to have
seen beflore,

A few hours afler Amine had been in
Ler condemned dungeon, the juilors entered
without speaking to her; they took down

her sally silk hair and cut it off, Amine,
with ilie lip curled ia contempt and withont

resistance or exposiulation, allowed them
to de their work, They then erdered her
10 bare her feet, when for the first lime she
lonked into their faces.  “If vou do not we
must,”” ebserved one of them who was
moved by her youth and Amine
did as she was dezived, and was again left
to lier solitude,

. Although to-morrow was o end all A-
mine's hopes and fears—all her short hap-
piness—her suspense and misery—yet A-
mine slep Gl her lust slumberin this world
was disturbed by the unlocking and wubag-
ring of the door of her cell, and the appesr-
ance of the head juilor with a light. Amine
starled up—she had been dreaming of her
busband—of happiness! There stood the
jailor. with « dress in his hand, which he
desired she wounld put on.  He lighted a
lamp for heraud left her alone, The
dress was of black serge,with white stripes,

Amine put on the dress, and  threw her-
sell down on the bed, trying il possible w0
recall the dream from which shie had
awskened, bul in van,

.'..'_Q

brauty.

Leen
Two hours passed
away and the jailor again entered, and sum-
moied her to follow him. Perhaps one
of the most appalling customs of the inqui-
sition is, that ufier the accusation, whether
the nccused porties confess their guilt ornot
they return to their dungeons without the
least ideu of what may have been their, sen-
tence, and when summoned on the merning
of the exscution they are equully keptin
ignornnee,

The prisoners were all summoned by the
Jailors from the various dungeons and led |
into a large hall,
low

whera they found their fel-
sufferers collected.

In this spacios, dimly lighted hall were
to be seen two hondred men; standing up
for support,against the walls, all dressed in
the same bluck and white serge. Somo-

tiouloss were they that 1f it Liad not been
for the rolling of their eves, as they wateh-
ed the jailors who passed and ropassed, mu|
might have imagiued them pcutlled !
was the ngony of suspense worse than thv
sgony of death, Aftcr M lime A wox ("il'l.(]l"'|

about five feet long, was put in the lmmh‘

ceived these dresses, with flames painted
on them, gave themselves up for lost and
it was dreadful to perceive the anguish of
each individual as tlie dresses were one by
one brought forward, and with the heavy
drops of perspiration on his brow, he|
watched with terror lest one should be pre-
sented to him. Al was doubt, fear and
hortor.

But the prisoners in the ITull were not
those who were to suffor deantli. Those
who wore the Sunbenitos had to walk in
the procession and receive but slight punish- |
ment; those who wore the Sumiras had been
condemned but had been saved from the
consuming fire, by acknowledgment of their
offence; the flames painted on their dresses
were reversed, and signified that they were
not to suffer;but this the unfortunate wretch
es did not knew, and the horrors of a cruel
death starled them in the fice !

Another hall similar to the one in which
the men had been collected; wus ovcupied |
by female culprits: the same cercmonies
were observed—ithe sume doubt, fear, and
agony were depicteld upon every counte
nanee, Dot there was a third chamber,
smaller than the other two, and this cham-
ber liad been reserved for these who led
been sentenced, and who were to suffer at
the stake. It was into this chamber that
Amine was led and there she found seven
other prisaners dreesed in the same manner
as hersell; two only were Furopeans, the
other five were negros sloves, FEach of
these had their confessors with them, and
were eurnestly listening to his exortation.
A monk approached Amine but she waved
him away with her hand; he lookedat her
gnat on the floorand cursed her  “The head
jailor now made his appearance with the
iresses for these who were in this chamber
these were Sumarias, only different from

e others,” innemuch o the flamno - weore
painted on them vpward insicad of down,

These dresses were of gray sl loose,
like 2 waggoner's frock: at the lower part
of them both before and behind; was pain-
ted the likeness of the wearer, that is, the
face only, resisting upon a burning faggot
and sorronnded with flames and demens,
Under the porirait wan written the crime for
which the parly suilered. Sugar loal caps
with flames painted on them, were also
bronght snd puton their lieads, and the long
wax eandles wern placed in their hands

Amine and the others condemned being
array ed in these dresses, remained in the
chambers for some hours before it was
time for the processiop fo commence, for
they had been all suinmened up by the jai-
lors at about two o'clock in the morning.

Tlhe sun rose brilliantly, much to the joy
of the members of the Holy office, who
would not have the day obscured on which
they were fo vindicate the bonor of the
church, and prove how they acted up to the
old dectrins of our Suvour; those of charity,
good will. forbeating one anotlier, forgiving
one another,

"The prisoners were thien all conducted in
procession to the Cathedral, the grand alter
ol which was hung with black eloth, and
lighted up with thousand of tupers. On
one side of it was a throne for the grand In-
quitition op the other s raised platform for
the Viceroy of God and his suite. The
conter aisle had benches for the priseners,
and the god fathiers; the etlier portion of the
procession fulling off to the right and left,
to the side aisle and they mixing for the
time with the spestators®  As the prisoners
entered the Cathedral, they were led into
their seats, those least guilty silling nearest
1o the alier, snd those who were condemn-
el 10 the stake being placed the farther from
it.

The bleeding Amine totterec to her seat
and longed for the home which was to sev-

her from a Christan world. She
thonght nat of hersell, nor if what she was
ta suflerssbie thonght but of Philip;el his be-
ing safe from these mergilnl oreatures, of the
happiness of dying firet, and of meating lum

of each prisoner and tlien some were order- | again in bliss.

ed 10 put on over their diesses the Sanbeni- | s
fos,~others the Samiras! ‘I'hoss who ye- | Cathedral more than & few seconds, when | rompromised, The Viceroy and his follow-

| overpowered by her feclings and by fatigue

| she fell buck ina =woon.

Did no one step forward to  assist her?
to raise her up, and offer her restorasives?
No—not one. Hundreds would have dane
s0, but they dared not, she was an outcast,
excommunicated, abandoned, and lost; and
should any one moved by compassion for a
suffering fellow creature, have veniured (o
raise her up would have been looked upon
with suspicion,and most probably have been

{arraigined and have had to seule the aflair

of conscience wih the Holy Inquisition.

After a short time two of the ofificers of
the Inquisition went to Amine and raised
her againin her seat,and she recovered suffi-
ciently to enuble hier o retain her posture.

A sermon was then preachied by n Domin-
can monk, in which he portrayed the tender
mexcies, the paternallove of the holy office,
e compared the inquisition to the ark of
Noah, outof which all the animals walked
ifter the deluge, but with this difference
highly in favor of the holy office, that the
animals went forth from the stk no better
than they went in, whereas those whe had
gone into the inquisition, with ail the crucl-
ty of disposition, and with the hearts of
wolves, came out as mild and patient as
lambs.

The public accuser then mounted the pul-
pit and read frem it all the erimes of those
who had been condemned and the punish-
ments which they were to undergo. Each
prigener, as the sentence was read, was
hrought forward to the pulpit by the officers
to hear their sentence, standing up, with

their wax candles lighted in their hands,—

As =oon as the sentences of all those whose
lives were spared were read, the Grand In-

guisiter puton his priestly robes, and follow-
ed by soveral others, took off from them the
ban of excommunication (which they were

rpuscd 1o hiava fallen uuder) by theowing

waler on them with a small broom,

As soon as this portion of the ceremony
was over,those who were condemned to suf-
fer, and the efligies of those who had escap-
ed by death. were brenght up one by one
and their sentence read; the winding up of
the condemnation of all was in the same
words, that the holy Tuquisition found it
impussible en account of their harduess of
their  hourts and  the magnitude of their
crimes to pardon them. With great con-
cern it handed them over to secular justice
to undergo the penalty of the laws; exhort-
ing the authorities at the same time to show
clemeney and merey toward the unhappy
wretches, and il they mat sufler death that
all events it might be without the spilling
of blood! What mockery was this appar-
ent intercession, no o shed bloed, when to
comply with their request, they substituted
the agony and the torment at the stuke !

Amine was the last who was led forward
to the pulpit, which was fixe against one
of the massive columns of the cenire aisle
close to the throne occupied by the Grand
[nquisitcr,

“ You, Amine Vanderdecken,” cried the
public accuser At this moment an wunu-
sual bustle was heard in the crowd under
the pulpit,there was struggle and expostuly-
tion; and the ofiicers raised their wands for
order and decorum—but it continued.

“You Amine Vanderdecken, being ae-
cused—""

Another violent sjruggle and from the
crowd darted a yong man, who rushed to
where Amine was standing and cuught her
in his arms.

# Philip ! Philip !"* screamed Amine ful-
ling on his bosom; as he caught Ler, the cap
of flames fell off’ her head and rolling along
the marble pavement.

“My Amine—mny wife—my adored one
~—is it thus we meot? My Lord; she is
innacent.” * Stand off men, continued the
officers of the Inquisition, who would have
torn them asunder. * Stand off or your
lives shull answer for it,”

This threat of the officers, and the defi-
ance of all rules were not o be borne, the
whole Cathedral was in commotion, and the

Amine lisd not taken her =eatin the

solemnity of the ceremony was short to be

ers had risen from theic thairs 1 observe
what was passing, and the crowd was pres-
sing on when the grand inquisitor gave dir-
ections and other officers hastened 1o the
assistance of the two who had led Amine for-
ward aud proceeded to disengage her from
Philip's arms. The struggle was severe.
Philip appeared to be endowed wiili the
strength of twenty men; and it was

some minuies before they could sepa-
tate them, and when they had done o, Lis
siruggles were dreadful,

Amine, also, held by two of the familiars,
slirieked as she attempted once more, but
in vain, to rush into her husband’s arms.—
At last, by a wremendous effort, Philip re-
leased, he sunk dewn helpless of the pave-

a blood vessel and he lay without motion.

“ Ol God ! Oh God! they have killed him
—monsiers—murderers—let me embrace
him but once more,” eried Amine frantical-
ly.

A priest now stepped forward—it was
father Mathiss—with sorrow in his coun:
tenance hie desired some of the bystanders

way from the sight of Amine, the blood
sireaming from his mouth,

not, her brain was bewildered.

threats were alike lost upon her.

tragical scene of the drama.

on. the bank of the river 1o sufler.

ed the procession; fellowed by an immense
concourse of peopler Thirieen stakes had
been set up, eight for the living five for the
dead. ‘T'he executioners were silling on, or
standing by the piles of wood and faggots,
waiting for their viclims,  Amine could not
walk; she was ay ficst supported by the fa
miliavs, and then carried by them 1o the
stake which had been assigned for her.—
Wihen they pui her on her feet opposite to
ity her courage seemed to revive she walk-
ed boldly up, folded her arms and leaned a-
guinst it,

The executioners now commenced their
office: the chains were passed around A-
mine’s body—the wood and faggets piled
around her, ‘The same preparations had
been made with all the other evlprits,

The confessors staod by the side of each
victim, Amine waved her hand indignantly
to those who approached her, when Father
Mathias almost breathless made his sppear-
ance from the crowd, through whick he had
[oreed Lis way,

“ Amine Vanderdecken—unhappy wo-
man ! had you been counselied by me this
would not have been. Now it is too late,
but not too late to save your soul. Away
then with this obstinacy—this hardness of
may receive your spirit—call tpon
wounds for merey.  Itis the eleventh hour,
but not too late, Amine,” continued the
old man with tears, **1 implore I conjure
you. At least may this load of trouble be
taken [rom my heart,”

“ Unhappy woman, you say ! replied
sho ** say ratherunhappy priest, for Amine's
suflerings will be over while you must still

endure the torments of the damned. Un-

ment: the exertion hud cavsed a of bursting of

to carry eut Philip Vanderdecken; and Phil-
ip, inn state of insensibity, was borne a:

Amine's sentence was read—she heard it
She was
led back o her seat, and then it was that
all her courage, all her constancy and forti-
tude gave way; and during the remainder of
the ceremony she filled the,Cathiedeal with
her hysierical sobbing, all entreaties or

All was now over except the last and most
The culprits
who liad been spared were led buck to the
Inquisitor by their god-futhers, and those
who had been sentenced were taken down
It was

death for the pangs which you in yeur fu-
ture life will suller Leave me—/ dic in the
faith of my foréfathors and scorn a creed
that warrants such a scene as this.”
“ Amine Vanderdecken,' eried the priest
on his knees, clusping his hands in agony:
“Leave me father,"
“ There is buta minute left—for the lovd
of God."
“1 tell you thew, leave—that minute is
my own."’
Father Mathisos turned away in despair,
and the tears coursed down the old man's
cheeks, as Amine said, his misery was ox-
lreme.
The head executioner now inguired of
the confessors whether the culprits died in
the frue faith T Tt was anstered in the af-
firmative, a rope was passed round their
necks {wisted to the sieke, go that they were
strangled Lefore the fire was kindled. All
the other culprits had died in this manner;
and the head executioner enquired of Fath-
er Mathias whether Amine had a clasim to
so much mercy. The old priest answered
uot, but shook his head

The executioner turned away. Afters
moments pause, [ather Mathias followed
him and seized him by the 2rm, saying in =
faliering veice,  Let her not suffer long.”

The Grand Inqguisitor gave the signal and
the fires were all lighted at the same mo+
ment. In compliance with the request of
the priest, the execationer had thrown =
quantity of wetstraw upon Amine’s pile,
which threw up a dense smoke before it
burst into flames,

¢ Mother ! mother! T come (o thee!"
were the last words heard from Amine's
lips.

The flames’soon raged {uricusly, ascend-
ing high above the top of the stake ts which
she had been chained, Gradually they sunk

on a lirge open epace, on the left of the
Custom House, that this ceremony was to
be gone through. As in the Cathedral, rais-
ed thrones were prepared for the Grand In-
quisitor and the Viceroy, who in state head-

| happy was the day when my husband res-

cued you from death. Sl more unhappy
the compassion which promted lim to offer
you an assylum and a refuge, and received
you into his family, Unhappy the knowl-
edge of you from the firs! day to the lasf.
I leave you lo your conscience,il conscience

{ pledge to Louise,
you retain—nor would I change this crucll

| Se— . iy

down; and only when the bugning embers
covered the ground a few fragments of bones

hanging on the chain were all that remained
of the once peerless and high-minded Amine:
e
A FRENCH DUEL.

A truc story, on which to Jound a novel,

Hilaire and Ernest were school-fellows
and [riends; both entered the French milita-
ry service; the former became an officer of
infantry, the latter a lancer. On the ocea-
sion, having obtained two months leave of
absence from their respective corps, Hilaire
invited Ernest to his mother’ s country house
at the foot of Pyrenees, for the purpose of
shooling and otherwise, agreeably spending
their short respits from garrison doty. His
laire had a sister, young and beauiful, and
the brother, waa not long in peresiving that
an attachment was forming between her
and'the gay lancer, Fearing that this atiach-
ment il allowed to have its own freo course,
would not prove advantageous for his sias
ter, Hilnire proposed to Ernest, some time
before the expiration of their leave' to spend
the remaindarof itin Paris, Ernest replied,
I know why you make this propoeal: you
have discovered that Louise and mysell are
attached to each other, sud you wantte
separaie us. My viewaure honorsble; |
hope one day to make her my wife.  Your
family nre Republicam, mine are of the old
Noblesse—but I hope to be able to induce
my friends to agree to the union.’
Hilarie fels assured (hat Erneat’'s inten-

heavt : call upon the blessed Saviour that he | (jons were correct, and afier a time the
his}

Mard«
Iy had Hilaire rejoined his corps, than his
mother wrole to inform him that Louise
was enceinfe by Ernest.  IHilsire flew 1o
him, and vpbraided him, nt the same timeo
urging him to save the henor of his family
by immediately marrying Louise, Froest
protested that it was his inteption o do so
—ithat he had been urging hie friends to
consent (o his marriage into a Repulilican
family—us yel he was upable to obtain the
consent. ‘That an aged relative, whose
heir he was, had apporenily not long to live
—he could noi survive three years—but
whether he did se or not, ut the end of that
time he solemnly promised to fulfil the
Hilurie could get no het-
at the end of the three yeats, the moilier

friends returnad 1o their reziments,
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